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nine different Natural Habitat Enclosures here at the Duke Lemur Center. And one of the biggest 
questions we get is, How do we keep the lemurs where they are supposed to be if we have this nice 
big forested area for them to play and jump in? How do we make sure they are not leaving that forest 
and going and exploring the rest of the Duke forest around us? 

Right next to me is our fenceline, and you can see that at the top of the fenceline, we have a net that 
runs across the top. That net has a light electrical pulse.

The other precaution that we take is, you can see there is a large section of grass that I am standing The other precaution that we take is, you can see there is a large section of grass that I am standing 
on right here. We always make sure we have about 10 – 15 feet of open grassy area between the 
fence line and the nearby trees (or bamboo as we have right here). That way, we know that the 
lemurs have enough distance between the bamboo and the fence that they are not going to be 
leaping over to anything else on the other side. 

We call the lemurs who live in our Natural Habitat Enclosures “free-rangers,” since they can move We call the lemurs who live in our Natural Habitat Enclosures “free-rangers,” since they can move 
freely in their large forested space. Since free-ranging lemurs have so much freedom to move around 
large areas, we have to make sure we can find them and check in to make sure they’re all healthy and 
happy every day. 

So, there are three important requirements to become a free-ranger: 1) lemurs have to respond to So, there are three important requirements to become a free-ranger: 1) lemurs have to respond to 
their training cues really well, and come to their feeding site every morning for breakfast; 2) lemurs 
have to play nice with other lemurs and keep a healthy distance from the humans in their enclosure; 
and 3) lemurs have to be in good physical health for climbing and jumping around in the tall trees.  
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You may notice that many free-ranging lemurs wear collars. These collars can help our staff and 
researchers tell lemurs apart from one another, but more importantly, they emit a radio signal that 
helps us find a lemur if he or she doesn’t show up for breakfast. Usually, lemurs only miss breakfast if 
they’re sleeping high in a tree, tucked in a nice warm huddle with the rest of their troop on a rainy 
morning. 

The lemurs are able to free-range all day and night as long as the temperatures are warm enough. The lemurs are able to free-range all day and night as long as the temperatures are warm enough. 
Because lemurs come from Madagascar, most of them aren’t comfortable in temperatures below 41 
degrees. Once the weather gets cold, all of the free-rangers come inside to stay warm!

Alanna: Alanna: Lemurs that aren’t free-ranging in the summer might get to hang out in our summer silos on 
the tour path. These silos offer lots of vertical space for the lemurs to climb and plenty of stimulation 
from the forested area around them. When visitors come on a public tour, these are the lemurs they 
get to meet, so we always make sure that the lemurs living in the silos are comfortable seeing lots of 
guests on a daily basis. If we see any sign that the lemurs aren’t happy with their public-facing setup, 
we can relocate them to a more private housing area. 

The lemurs always get to choose if they want to come up front, hang out in their back area, or nap in The lemurs always get to choose if they want to come up front, hang out in their back area, or nap in 
one of their insulated nest boxes. These nest boxes keep them warm on chilly nights. On hot days, we 
turn on fans to give the lemurs more airflow and help them stay cool. Once the weather gets too cold 
for the lemurs to live outside full-time, they will also move indoors for the winter season.

Anna: The lemurs at the DLC have a pretty nice apartment setup that allows them year-round access 
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